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Inspiring Students To Learn

10. Kindertransport

Studying the Holocaust

RESISTANCE, RESCUE AND SURVIVAL

Study Questions

(Written by Stephen Adler, part of the Kindertransport, and
a member of the Holocaust Center’s Speakers Bureau)

1. Canyou find other instances in today’s news
of children who are displaced and who might
experience the trauma of the Kindertransport
children?

2. What are modern governments doing to alleviate
the suffering of refugees today that is different
from what happened during 1938 and 1939?

3.  What new techniques are there for treating
the effects of trauma such as family breakup,
displacement and separation? Have you heard
of post-traumatic stress syndrome, and what
connection is there between that and the
Kindertransport story?

4. s there a connection between memory blanks
and traumatic experience? Have you ever
discovered blanks in your memory?

Stephen A.
Berlin, Germany. 1936.

This picture of Stephen A.
appears in the article. It was
a custom of long standing in
Germany for students to go
to school for the first time
with a large conical bag
filled with fruit, nuts and
candies. This bag was called a Schul-Tuete. “Schul”

is German for “school” and “tuete” is a paper bag.

It was approximately two feet long and about ten
inches in diameter at the wide end. The conical bag
was to be symbolic of the parents’ wish that the child
would see school and the time spent there learning
as full of sweetness and a delight. Every child was

photographed proudly holding it. The photo we see
here was taken before Stephen headed off to school
Sankt Ludwig in the fall of 1936 when he was living
in Berlin. He attended this school until about 1937
when, by law, he could no longer go to a school with
non-Jewish children and had to leave. His parents
sent Stephen and his brother to a Jewish private
school where hundreds of other Jewish children went,
all of them expelled from their schools. The Jewish
community of Berlin created many Jewish private
schools to accommodate the needs of children who
were no longer able to go the schools of their choice.

My Friend Norbert

When we come together to remember
rescuers during the Holocaust, we shouldn’t
forget to say a few words about my friend
Norbert Wollheim.

One of the saddest stories during the

Nazi years, not often mentioned, was the
“Kindertransport.” That was the time when
parents sent their children to England in
order to save their lives. Most of the children
never saw their parents again.

But the whole episode started with
Kristallnacht, “the night of broken glass.”
On November 7th, 1938, a young man with
the name of Herschel Grynszpan, whose
family, longtime residents of Germany,
were forced to leave everything they
owned and deported to Poland. Grynszpan
correctly inferred that his family was in
serious trouble, bought a pistol, went

to the German Embassy, shot and fatally
wounded Ernst von Rath, a legation
secretary of the Embassy. As von Rath lay
dying, Nazi plans were laid to give free rein
to the “spontaneous eruption of popular
anger.” Synagogues were torched, more
than 700 Jewish businesses were looted
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