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Inspiring Students To Learn

Studying the Holocaust

RESISTANCE, RESCUE AND SURVIVAL

So Little Time, So Much to Study

Not only is there little time in the classroom for
teachers to devote to the Holocaust, there is little
time for the teachers to become acquainted with
the vast amount of material available on the subject.
The Washington State Holocaust Education Resource
Center can help teachers select materials and also
provide them with lesson plans.

Before introducing a Holocaust unit, we suggest that
teachers consider these general guidelines:

B Include primary sources (reading materials, films
and speakers).

B Include a variety of materials that involve all
senses: auditory (readings), visual (films, maps,
posters, art), and tactile (artifacts that students
can touch and feel).

B Do not use graphic documentary footage to
shock and numb students. This does not mean
that they should never be used. They can, at the
end of a four to five week Holocaust unit, but
never as an opener.

H Do not rely too heavily on audio-visual materials.

The temptation is great for so many videotapes
are available. Films should be used as a tool,
only to illustrate an issue or provide background
information.

B Focus on stories and memories of individuals
rather than of millions of anonymous people — a
concept no one can really fathom. Short memoirs
and anthologies are useful tools.

H Remember to include pre-World War Il Europe.
The students need to be reminded that the
victims led normal lives, like yours and those of
your students, before the War. They were not
always victims. At this point, introducing some
concepts in Judaism might help, too.

B If at all possible, arrange for a survivor to speak
to the class. Here, too, it is recommended that
the speaker be invited toward the end of the
unit, when students are better sensitized to the
subject and able to ask better questions.

B Always give students opportunities to respond
to the material, be it orally, in writing, or in art
form.

B MOST IMPORTANT: in this field, more questions
remain at the end of the unit, not fewer.
The students should not be left with: “Now |
understand what happened,” but rather with,
“How could this have happened?”

These suggestions are based on those made by
Sylvia Frankel, Executive Director, Oregon Holocaust
Resource Center, 1995.
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